VI, AMONT’S ARCHITECTURAL GRANDEUR, WORLD-CLASS 


amenities, and exceptional service make every day a winning Laat are et ell 
experience for the entire family. Whether it’s an clegant dinner at 
the Clubhouse, a well-deserved spa treatment, or a round of golf on 


one of the best private courses in Texas, Miramont will win you over. 
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FIND THE 01 

On the Cover: Johnny Manziel does the 
Heisman while eluding defenders on the way 
to a 48-yard touchdown run against SMU 
Photo by Jason McConnell ‘01 
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979-764-7781 
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THIS IS 
JOHNNY 
FOOTBALL 


Welcome to the new era of Aggie football. 

Thankfully, Texas A&M is finally home in its new conference, 
with its new head coach leading a new-look football program 
wearing new uniforms with a new pregame entrance and a new... 
well...you get the idea. 

Oh, and there’ that new quarterback. You may have heard 
someone compare him to Bucky Richardson or Doug Flutie or 
some other legendary quarterback. A high school coach once 
called him “Brett Favre on a motorcycle.” 

Fact is, Johnny Manziel is already a legend — a high school 
football legend, that is. As a senior at Tivy High School in Ker- 
rville, Manziel was named the Texas AP Player of the Year after 
accumulating over 5,000 yards and 77 touchdowns. In his first 
varsity start as a sophomore, Manziel accounted for 380 yards of 
total offense and six of the Antlers’ seven touchdowns in a 50-20 
victory. Coaches and fans knew right away that they had some- 
thing special on their hands. 

I was fortunate enough to see Manziel play during his senior 
year against three-time defending state champion Lake Travis 
High School in Austin. He had a career-high 273 yards rushing 
in the game and nearly led his team to an improbable victory 
(they lost, 33-37). Like everyone else, I was blown away by his 
effortless playmaking ability. 

Now, the redshirt freshman has taken command of the A&M. 
offense and is showcasing the skillset that made him a high 
school football legend. His uncanny ability to make something 
out of nothing has left fans and teammates in awe. 

In his debut against Florida, Manziel was often spectacular. 
Against SMU, he scored six touchdowns and set an A&M fresh- 
man record with 294 passing yards — without playing in the 
fourth quarter. 

Some have called him “TV Johnny.” Center Patrick Lewis 
called him a playmaker. Wide receiver Uzoma Nwachukwu 
called him “Captain Amazing.” 

No matter what you call him, it’s clear that the Aggies are now 
playing “Johnny Football” and the legend of Johnny Manziel, 
the college quarterback, is just beginning. 
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first impression 

Freshman quarterback Johnny Manziel crosses the 
goal line after an 11-yard run to put A&M ahead of 
Florida, 10-7, early in the second quarter. While the 
Aggies were ultimately outscored, 20-17, Manziel was 
impressive and often spectacular in his first coll 

game, generating a significant amount of buzz for 
the A&M program. Photo by Jason McConnell ‘01 


ava. 


—————-_ —* 


in good hands 

Freshman wide receiver Mike Evans hauls in the long 
pass from Johnny Manziel for a 30-yard gain in the 
second quarter against SMU. Continuing an incred- 
ible start to his first season of college football, Evans 
led the A&M receiving corps for the second consec- 
utive week, making six catches for 123 yards. The 
Aggies defeated the Mustangs, 48-3, for their first 
win of the season. Photo by Jason McConnell ‘01 


march of honor 


Texas A&M head coach Kevin Sumlin leads the Aggie 
football team on the March of Honor before running 
on to Kyle Field for the South Carolina State game 
The new team entrance has generated a lot of energy 
around the stadium and is especially popular with 
players and recruits. Photo by Jason McConnell ‘01 


Memorial Student Center 
AlM Mac RESOU RCE 275 Joe Routt Blvd LL 201, 1222 TAMU 


COMPUTER CENTER College Station, TX 77843-1222 


www.macresource.com 
D 
@ Authorized Campus Store 979-314-0537 


Introducing 


MacBook Pro 


with Retina Display 


starting at $1999 


For all your Apple needs, come visit us 


on campus at the Memorial Student Center! 


“Price reflects the educational discounted price for Texas ASM and Blinn College students staff, and facuhy only. Apple, the Apple logs, and Mic ate trademarks of Apple Inc, registered in the U.S. and other counties, 
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FIVECATCH 


BY JEREMY KSIONDA ‘O: 


If you enjoy watching football 
as much as we do, don’t miss out on the 
Friday night lights this fall featuring some 
talented future Aggies, Here are five high 
school games to catch if you can... 


game 
ruiting 


Coordinator Clarence Mckinn in made 


las the No. 1 pros. 


BAIS S RTM ect in Texas, Ricky Seals-Jones, 

vs DALLAS JESUIT 

Sept. 28: Dallas Jesuit High School CEDAR HILL 

Skyline: DL Kerrick Huggins (TAMU), DB Cedric vs MANSFIELD TIMBERVIEW 

Collins (TAMU) Oct. 26: Mansfield Timberview High School 

Dallas Jesuit; OL JJ Gustafson (TAMU) Cedar Hill; WR Laquvionte Gonzales (TAMU), 
‘WR Quincy Adeboyejo (TAMU) 

BISHOP DUNNE 

vs PRESTONWOOD CHRISTIAN MANVEL 

Oct. 5: Bishop Dunne High School vs PEARLAND 

Bishop Dunne: OL Ishmael Wilson (TAMU) Nov. 2: The Rig (Pearland) 

Prestonwood Christian: 8 Mike Mitchell, Ath Manvel: WR Kyrion Parker (TAMU), CB Tavares 

Mickey Mitchell, WR Michael Irvin Garner (TAMU), WR Austin Bennett (OU) 


ROSENBERG TERRY 

vs ANGLETON 

Nov. 9: Terry High School 

Terry: WR Derrick Griffin (TAMU), S Victor Davis 
(TAMU) 
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scoreboard | aggiesoccer 


The first half of Te 


3¢ er Jordan Day tied the $ 
10-1 record (4-0 in SEC), A&M 


have started 4-0 in league actior 
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FIVE QUESTIONS FOR 


COACH G 


BY KYRSTEN GARCIA * 


ON THE TEAM'S DEPTH... 

It's a smaller roster, but we have about 
sixteen starters on the team. It's a matter 
of who's playing well, who's healthy and 
who's going to be the most effective fit for 
us to win on any given day. 


ON SOPHOMORE SENSATION KELLEY 
MONOGUE... 

She's a special player. She's incredibly 
gifted and skilled at putting the ball in the 
back of the net which is the most coveted 
skill in our sport. She is special in how she 
plays and does a great job of making us 
very efficient in our attack 


ON THE TEAM CAPTAINS... 

Our three captains have been outstanding, 
Senior Beth West has a lot of national, 
international and big game experience for 
us. Jayne Eadie also has a lot of interna- 
tional experience. She redshirted last year 
after transferring from Oregon State, She 
really bonded with the team last year and 
has great leadership skills. Rachel Lenz is 
also a great leader. She's a two-time all- 
conference player and is a great example 
of what we mean by hard work. 


ON THE SEC... 

It's a deeper league than the Big 12, but 
our goals don’t change. Our goal is to win 
a national championship and pick up as 
much hardware as we can along the way. 


ON REFLECTING BACK OVER THE LAST 
20 YEARS OF AGGIE SOCCER... 

It's been neat to see how far we've come. 
In our first year, we had to play our games 
at what is now A&M Consolidated Middle 
School on Old Tiger Field. Reed Arena and 
the current soccer and softball stadiums 
were just open fields. The program has 
come a long way and I've really enjoyed 
seeing it evolve to what it has become. 
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CLEARANCE Event | CASH BACK 
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This summer has been one of the hottest on record. And now's the time 
to get the hottest deals on New Holland equipment. Take advantage of 
0% financing PLUS cash back" on select Model Year 2012 New Holland 
tractors, hay and foraging equipment, mowers and other equipment. 
Enjoy no payments until next year* on select equipment, too. 


See us for more details on the Summer of Savings clearance event or 
visit www.newholland.com/na. Hurry in — offer ends September 30, 2012. 


WCTRACTOR 
OOK, 
Washington County 
Tractor 


people and products you can trust 
Brenham 979-836-4591 
Bryan 979-778-0325 
Navasota 936-825-7577 
Sealy 979-885-6140 


see our used equipment online at 


wctractor.com 
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TEXAS A&M’ 


2012-2013 BASKETBALL 


“ HOME OF THE 12TH MAN 
STAND UP FOR BASKETBALL IN THE SEC” 


\ } Pur fr} bd 
ta ) AGGIEATHLETICS: |” 
ORCALL 1,888.99, AGGIE." 


ee. FACEBOOK.COM/AGGIEATHLETICS: WD esocieanunes 


TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS MEDIA RELATIONS 


scoreboard | aggiecrosscountry | aggiegolf 


{cross country) Senior All-American Henry Lelei was named the SEC men’s Runner of the 
Week after opening his cross country season with a victory at the Rice Invitational. The No. 

15 Aggles are the top rated SEC team among the national rankings. (women’s golf) Junior 
Katerina Ruzickova has been named one of the Top 50 Female Players to Watch in the 2012-13 
College Preview, released by Golf World, (men's golf) The No. 10 men’s golf team is off to an 
impressive start, finishing second [n their first two tournaments of the 2012-13 season. 


Emerald Ridge 


ESTATES 
Nestled in the Heart of Aggieland 


"eUpseatenGnted, Acre Estate Subdivision 
* Minutes From Kyle Field 


* All City Utilities and Extensive Video Surveillance System | 


For Information; 


Jason Bienski 
979-219-5555 cx) 


WWW.EmeraldRidgeE states.com 
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UNIQUE AGGIE 
ART GIFTS 


#1in 
DIPLOMA 
FRAMING 


College Station, TX 
(979) 696-5669 


ES Buent Kental, 
i é | 


Texas A&M head coach Laurie Corbelli celebrated the 500th win of her 26-year head coaching career 
and her 400th victory in her 20th season at the helm of the Aggies in A&IM’s season-opening victory 
over Texas State. Corbelli's squad recorded A&M's first-ever SEC victory In any sport by defeating Ole 
Miss on Sept. 14. The Aggies have been one of the hottest teams in the country, building a nine 
match winning streak before falling to Kentucky at home for their first conference loss 


979-549-4800 
18746 E. OSR at Macey Rd. 
Near Edge, Texas 77859 


Open Wednesday 11-4 
Open Thursday-Sunday 11-7 


BBQ THIS GOOD ONLY COMES 
AROUND ONCE IN A BLUE MOON! 
Perfect for tailgates, company picnics, 
family reunions & good friends. 


Pruitt’s Faaric. 
Game Day Dresses Sewing and Aiterations 


gamedaydress.com or Find us on Facesook 
Across the street from Kyle Field! 


318 George Bush Dr. College Station (979) 693-9357 


Subscribe or renew online at aggiemag.com 


We deliver. loWer cost, quality products & personal service. 


2501 Cavitt in Bryan ~ (979) 779-6630 


Mon, - Fri. 7 am - 5:30 pm ~ Sat. 8 am - 12 noon 
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Come to Gainesville to support the Aggies and while you're 


here make sure to check out all there is to see and do. 


Marvel at the incredible treasures in the newly opened GAINESVILLE 
Asian Wing at the Harn Museum of Art. Savor culinary 

delights downtown at your choice of 26 locally owned 
restaurants and pubs. Explore the natural wonder of 


Florida's waterways as you paddle down the Santa Fe 
River. Visit Gainesville, where nature and culture meet. 


352.374.5260 
VisitGainesville.com 


ntral Texas Vein ¢ 


Call'9/9-G96-VEIN (8346) 
today for a consultation 


H. Andrew Hansen I, MD 71 
2803 Ear! Rudder Fwy, Ste 100 
(College Station, Texas 7645, 
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GAME DAY MEAL: 
SNOW’'S BBQ 


BY JASON MCCONNELL ‘01 


We first heard about Snow's BBQ 
when our friend Matt Simon (@1MattSimon), the 
new director of digital media for Aggie Athletics, 
tweeted about waiting in a long line early on a 
Saturday morning to get some BBQ. A long line 
for BBQ on a Saturday morning? Obviously that 
peaked my interest and | immediately started 
searching for more information about this place. 

Now, you should know that Brian and | love 
BBQ. A lot. Not in the “Let's have some BBQ for a 
quiet Saturday afternoon picnic” sort of way. It is 
more like the "I hope your hand does not come 
in between my beef and my mouth" sort of way. 

‘We go out of our way to find the best BBQ. 
‘On the way to cover Aggie basketball in the 
2010 NCAA regional in Chicago, we stopped in 
Memphis to try some authentic “Memphis-style” 
BBQ. While covering the Aggies’ final visit to Al- 
len Fieldhouse last season, we stopped at two 
legendary BBQ destinations in Kansas City ~ Ar- 
‘thur Bryant's and Oklahoma Joe's. At SEC Media 
Days in Alabama this summer, we stopped at not 
‘one, but two different BBQ joints to get a taste 
‘of the deep south. We have even managed to 
detour to the great BBQ stops in Lockhart while 
‘on the way to cover events in Austin. 

It didn’t take much research to find what we 
had been missing just down the road in Lexing- 
ton, Texas. From the website (snowsbbq.com) 
you learn they are open just one day a week - 
only on Saturdays. The line starts early, typically 
before the doors open at 8 a.m. They stay open 
until they run out of food, usually well before 
noon. Their testimonials page is graced with sto- 
ries of people driving up to six hours just to wait 
in line when they get there. And in 2008, Texas 
Monthly named Snow's BBQ the “Best in Texas.” 
This is our kind of place. 

Pulling in around 8:15 a.m., we were fortu- 
nate to find a relatively short line. | can honestly 
say | have never had BBQ for breakfast, but there 
is a first time for everything, and we met the 
challenge with vigor. We each ordered a sliced 
brisket sandwich and sausage wrap for our 
meal, with a side of "always free" Texas ranch- 
style beans. The staff was friendly, and owner 
Kerry Bexley and pit-boss Ms. Tootsie Tomanetz 
answered all of the questions from our curious 
minds. 

From the first bite, | was hooked. The smokey- 
and-slightly-salty taste left me craving more. So 
much more, in fact, that | had to get back in line 
to order another sandwich. 

It is that good. And it is definitely worth the 
wait. BN 
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TEXAS A&M FOOTBALL [GAME 1: AGS 17] 
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es - 


Editors Note: 


3 aggiemag.com/fiorida 2B 


[ GAME 2: AGS 48, SMU MUSTANGS 3 ] 
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TUPING 


JASON MCCONNELL ‘¢ 


Pulling into Tupinamba Mexican 
Restaurant's parking lot ~ just minutes north of 
downtown Dallas ~ the first thoughts that come 
to mind are big and bold. The arching, lit en- 
tryway guides visitors to where the Dominguez 
family has been serving authentic Mexican dishes 
for more than 65 years, 

Inside, we are greeted by signed pictures of 
Aggie legends R.C. Slocum and Shelby Metcalf, 
a huge glowing block A&M logo and signs on 
the restroom doors labeling them for “Aggies” 
or "Maggies." After a brief wait, former A&M 
basketball player and Tupinamba owner Eddie 
Dominguez '66 ~ noting our post-SMU game 
attire — welcomes us to sit back and relax. We 
quickly noticed that we weren't the only Aggies 
in the building. 

Our first impressions were not limited to the 
atmosphere, as the tastes and flavors were just 
as big and bold as the entryway. From the “Shel- 
by Metcalf Dip,” the “R.C. Slocum Aggie Spe- 
cial” and the "12th Man Steak Special,” there 
was something for everyone in our party. There 
was even a three-way chicken dish called the 
“t.u, Special” for our friends in Austin. 

For starters, we couldn't miss out on the “Tupy 
Tacos,” a deep fried beef taco served the same 
hot-and-fresh way since 1947. For our entrees, 
Brian and | each chose variations of the carnitas 
= slow cooked chunks of pork finished by quick 
frying — served with rice, beans, guacamole and 
pico de gallo. | ordered the “Pork Soto,” which 
was the same carnitas covered with spicy chili 
ancho sauce and served with tortillas 

While waiting for the main course, everyone 
at the table had their fill of the amazing salsa and 
warm chips. It was so amazing, in fact, that we 
each bought orders of salsa to take back to our 
brides, Kim and Katie, in College Station 

Our meals did not disappoint. Around the ta- 
ble, everyone raved about their order. The “Sui- 
cide Nachos” and the "#8 Sour Cream Chicken 
Enchiladas” were big hits - and both are be- 
lieved to have been introduced to the Dallas area 
by the Dominguez family back in 1947. But for 
Brian and |, the carnitas were king 

As a self-proclaimed Mexican food connois- 
seur, Tupinamba delivers big, bold flavors with 
every dish not found at other restaurants, and | 
highly recommend a visit. You can rest assured 
that Al's next road trip to Dallas will include an- 
other stop at this Aggie favorite. ml 
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and gentle breezes rustling through 
the wisteria-draped arbor — an 
unexpected oasis in the heart of 
College Station. Complement the 
experience of your stay with more 
conveniences and services than 
you'll find anywhere else in the 
Southwest. 


- Open Floor Plans & Private Bedrooms 
. ‘Custom Pillow-Top Beds ~ Luxury Bedding 
MMS = Fully-Equipped Kitchens ~ Exquisite Pool 
5 Fitness Center ~ Lush Landscaping. 
af Se ea ud ‘Outdoor Grills ~ Evening Wine Tasting 


1 Free Hi-Speed Internet ~ Luxurious Baths 
es a Deluxe Continental Breakfast 


1500 EB EAST * COLLEGE STATION 
(979) 693-1220 » STAY@VINEYARDCOURT.COM 
WWW. VINE YARDCOURT.COM 


COINOFTHEMONTH.NET 


-9999 PURE SILVER 


10Z GRADED COINS 
DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR! 


COLLECTING 


Subscribe or renew online at aggiemag.com 


185/65R-15 
ri 95/60R-15...°54 


P235/75R-15 
P235/10R-16.. "103 
P245/7OR-15.. *103 
P235/85R-15.. "107 
P28S/TOR-I7 .,.*128 


ows BIG) 


BUY NOW! PAY LATER! 


m 
> P155/80R-13 


GET A 60 VISA® PREPAID CARD ON A 4 TIRE 
AND WHEEL PACKAGE PURCHASED WITH 
YOUR DISCOUNT TIRE CREDIT CARD. 


WHEN YOU PURCHASE 
ANY SET OF 4 MICHELIN 
TIRES INSTALLED! 


Mt MAIL-IN REBATE, VALID 10/1 (21/12. SEE STORE FOR DETAL 


ME OF MAIL-IN REBATE 
m0 vovtarr2 THROUGH 


JECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL 
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS, 


BFGoodrich y © ZRIDGESTONE YOKOHAMA. 


BRYAN 

3001 Towne Centre Way « (979) 329-6995 

COLLEGE STATION 

2321 Texas Avenue - 979-693-0177 

M-F: 8:00-6, SAT: 8:00-5 » OVER 800 STORES NATIONWIDE! T d R E 
‘STATE OR LOCAL TAXES AND, WHERE REQUIRED OR CHARGED, 


. . 
STATE ENVIRONMENTAL OR DISPOSAL FEES ARE EXTRA discounttire.com 


NSB RA 
BAN AT 


| 


908 FLORIDA (L, 17-2 @OLE Miss 03 @MISSISSIPPI ST. 
915 @SMU (w, 48-3 1013 LA. TECH (SHREVEPORT @ALABAMA 
922 S. CAROLINA ST. (w, 70-14 20 LSU 1117 SAM HOUSTON ST 


229 ARKANSAS 1027 @AUBURN 1124 


AWARD WATCH 
While the schedule will get more challeng- 
ing as the season progresses, first-year 
starter Johnny Manziel has an excellent 
shot at earning SEC All-Freshman and 
Freshman All-American honors. 


JAMEILL SHOWERS (50-11) MATT JOECKEL (SO-SQ) 


OFFENSE [ QUARTERBACK ] aes 


Johnny Manziel won a highly-competitive battle for the 
starting job during fall camp after making significant strides over 
the summer. While the talented redshirt freshman from Ker- 
rville Tivy improved his passing abilities, it was the development 
in decision-making that earned him the highly-coveted starting 
quarterback job. As he has shown in the Aggies’ first three games 
in 2012, “Johnny Football” has a rare knack for making plays 
that should be fun to watch for years to come. Leading up to the 
season, sophomore backups Jameill Showers and Matt Jo- 
eckel both showed that they are more than capable of running 
Kliff Kingsbury’s offense should their number be called. Show- 
ers clearly has the strongest arm in the stable and Joeckel has 
steadily improved since last spring. True freshman Matt Davis 
will redshirt this season as he makes the adjustment from high 
school to college football. 
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CHRISTINE MICHAEL (SR-3L) 


, 


<9 


[ RUNNING BACK ] 


While depth at the position is a concern, senior Christine 
Michael headlines a solid stable of Aggie running backs. The 
veteran from Beaumont has had a difficult start to his final cam- 
paign in Aggieland as he looks to establish his role in Kliff Kings- 
bury’s offense and increase his draft stock along the way. Sopho- 
more Ben Malena continues to prove his worth every time 
he touches the football. Perhaps the most complete back on the 
A&M roster, Malena simply does all the little things well, and 
has already displayed a surprisingly aggressive style of running in 
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the new system. True freshman Trey Williams might be the 
most electrifying player on the Aggie squad, and will continue 
to be targeted with screens and short passes in the flats as the 
coaches attempt to get the ball in his hands in the open field. 
Brandon Williams, a five-star talent that transferred from 
Oklahoma last December, wasn’t granted his waiver from the 
NCAA for immediate eligibility and will be forced to sit out this 
season. Fortunately, Williams never redshirted at Oklahoma, so 
he'll still have three years of eligibility at A&M. 
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MICHAEL LAMOTHE (SR-31 


Tight & 


[ WIDE RECEIVER & TIGHT END ] 


The Aggie receiving corps is comprised of a mix of seasoned vet- 
erans and talented but inexperienced freshmen. Record-setting 
wideout Ryan Swope returned for his senior campaign after 
flirting with an early entry to the NFL Draft, and is in range of 
most of the A&M career receiving records. Two other seniors, 
Uzoma Nwachukwu and Kenric McNeal, have done 


their best to hold off the youngsters by continuing to make plays. 


Nwachukwu has been a touchdown machine in the earlygoing, 
while McNeal and talented true freshman Thomas Johnson 
have been splitting time on the field. Although just a redshirt 
freshman, Mike Evans is one of, if not the most physically 
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RYAN SWOPE (SR. a eo 
Wide Receiver 


imposing and talented wideout on the Aggie roster. Even with 
high billing and much anticipation, Evans appears to be better 
than advertised. Another true freshman, Sabian Holmes, has 
shown that he is too talented to keep off the field, and sopho- 
more Malcome Kennedy continues to work his way into the 
rotation. At tight end, senior Michael Lamothe and junior 
Nehemiah Hicks will likely continue to split time on the 
field this fall as they determine their role in Kliff Kingsbury’s 
offense. Hicks is a matchup nightmare for opposing defenses, 
while Lamothe is as disciplined as any player on the roster and 
excels in run blocking. 
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[ OFFENSIVE LINE ] 


One of the most prolific offensive lines in all of college football 
resides in College Station. Experience, talent and athleticism de- 
fine a unit that features only one senior. In his final season in Ag- 
gieland, Patrick Lewis is the anchor of the line at center. To 
his left and right, a pair of sophomores, Cedric Ogbuehi and 
Jarvis Harrison, round out the interior line. Ogbuehi is ar- 
guably the most versatile offensive lineman on the Aggie roster, 
and Harrison’s best days of football are still ahead of him. A pair 
of All-American candidates reside at offensive tackle, as juniors 
Jake Matthews and Luke Joeckel have become household 
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names across the state of Texas and throughout SEC country. 
Unfortunately, after the starting unit, there isn’t much experi- 
ence along the offensive line. Junior Shep Klinke has the most 
snaps under his belt, but after that there's a significant drop off 
in game reps. Sophomore Ben Compton and redshirt fresh- 
man Joseph Cheek have spent one year on campus, while 
true freshmen Mike Matthews and Germain Ifedi round 
out the two-deep. Early returns on Ifedi have been promising, 
while Matthews is the latest son of NFL Hall of Famer Bruce 
Matthews to join the A&M program. 
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JAKE MATTHEWS (JR-2L) 
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Whether arriving by commercial airline or in your own private aircraft, Easterwood Airport 
(CLL) provides the most convenient access to the Bryan-College Station community. The 
airport is located just minutes from Texas A&M University and the George Bush 
Presidential Library and Museum. American Eagle and United 
connecting through the Dallas-Ft. Worth and Houston airports. General Aviation 
customers receive the best customer service from professionally trained line attendants 
and AVTRIP points for fuel purchases. 


1es offer daily flights 
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KIRBY ENNIS UR-2L) 
‘Nose Tackle 


JULIEN OBIOHA (FR-HS) 
Defensive End 


DEFENSE [ DEFENSIVE LINE ] 


Its funny, had we written about the Aggie defensive line prior 
to the season opener, we probably would have joined in on the 
“this unit will be the team’s weakness” line of prognostication. 
Man, what a difference a few games can make. On the inside, 
Kirby Ennis, a junior from Huntsville, and Spencer Nealy, 
a senior from San Antonio, have been incredibly active. Ennis 
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is a load in the middle, and Nealy’s non-stop motor and con- 
tagiously competitive attitude have been a tremendous boost 
for the rest of the unit. At defensive end, junior Damontre 
Moore has been phenomenal in the early part of the season, 
and will demand respect as one of the SEC’s most feared pass 
rushers. Complimenting Moore at the other defensive end spot 
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is Julien Obioha, a true freshman from Louisiana. A virtual 
unknown prior to his arrival, Obioha has been the biggest, and 
most pleasant surprise from his class thus far. Senior Jonathan 
Mathis and sophomore Ivan Robinson back up Ennis and 
Nealy along the interior line, while sophomores Gavin Stans- 
bury and Tyrell Taylor are the backup ends. 


on national watch lists for two differ- 
en the Butkus Award (Best Linebacker) 
and Award (Defensive End), In a 


has All-SEC p 
Obioha 
man team honors 
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STEVEN JENKINS (JR-1L) 


[ LINEBACKER ] 


‘Three experienced veterans headline the Aggie linebacking 
corps. In the middle, Louisiana native Jonathan Stewart 
plays the “quarterback” role for the A&M defense. It's Stewart's 
job to make sure everyone is in position and knows their assign- 
ment, and so far he’s done an excellent job of getting everyone 
in the right spot while also leading the team in tackles. A pair of 
speedy and dependable upperclassmen in Steven Jenkins and 
Sean Porter flank Stewart's left and right. Porter, a preseason 
AIl-SEC pick, has transitioned from the 3-4 to 4-3 nicely, and 
Jenkins might be the Aggies’ best defender in space. Behind the 
starters, there’s youth and inexperience. Sophomore Donnie 
Baggs is essentially the backup for all three starters, and a pair 
of first year players in Michael Richardon and Justin Bass 
round out the two-deep. 


SEAN PORTER (SR-3L) 


AWARD WATCH 
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FLOYD RAVEN (SO-1L) TONEY HURD (JR-2L) DUSTIN HARRIS (SR-3L) ‘TREMAINE “OTIS” JACOBS (JR-TR) 


[ DEFENSIVE BACK ] 


AWARD WATCH. 
Asa starter on the A&M defense from day one, true 
freshman cornerbac 
to earn SEC All-Fresh 


‘Trying to piece together the A&M secondary is like trying to 
rue put together a puzzle without using the picture on the cover as 
icrcat sonsrverd. a guide. At cornerback, true freshman De’Vante Harris won 
the starting job on one side during fall camp never looked back. 
‘An Aggie legacy with tremendous speed and natural coverage 
abilities, Harris looks to have locked up a starting position for 
a long time. At safety, senior Steven Terrell has managed to 
hold off competitors and shored up a starting role. Prior to an 
early suspension, fellow senior Steven Campbell garnered a 
starting nod, but after off the field issues forced Campbell out, 
cornerback Deshazor Everett took over at safety. Moving 
Everett, who started at the other cornerback position in the sea- 
son opener, allowed senior Dustin Harris and junior JUCO 
transfer Tremaine Jacobs to battle for his spot, with Har- 
ris taking the job. Junior Toney Hurd, Jr. and sophomore 
Floyd Raven, Sr. are among the first off the bench in the 
secondary. Hurd has been very active when defensive coordina- 
tor Mark Snyder calls for an extra defensive back on the field. 
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STEVEN CAMPBELL 
(SR-3L) 
‘safety 
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SPECIAL TEAMS 


With question marks at kicker, punter and deep snapper, special 
teams were a big concern for the A&M coaching staff going into 
the season. At punter, senior Ryan Epperson beat out sopho- 
more Drew Kaser for the starting job for the second year in 
a row, and he is off to a great start in 2012. Entering his redshirt 
freshman season, kicker Taylor Bertolet had the difficult task 
of stepping into some pretty big shoes left by 2011 Groza Award 
winner Randy Bullock. The Pennsylvania native has not been 
tested much on field goals so far this season, however he has 
done well on kickoffs and extra points. During fall camp, the 
coaches were desperately searching for someone they could trust 
at deep snapper. Then, junior right tackle Jake Matthews 
stepped up and showed that he was more than capable of adding 
to his responsibilities on the field. There’s a new face at kick re- 
turner as the Aggies hope to capitalize on true freshman running 
back Trey Williams’ dynamic athletic ability. His opportuni- 
ties have been limited thus far, but the game-changing skills are 
certainly there. Speaking of game-changers, defending NCAA 
punt return statistical champion Dustin Harris has proven 
that he can be a real asset on special teams. The record-setting 
Harris led the NCAA in 2011 with an 18.6 punt return average 
and has already made his presence felt this season. 
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THE RIVALRY 
CONTINUES... 


BY BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


If you thought Texas A&M's move to the SEC 
meant the end of the rivalry with the Unive: s, think 
again, 

While the Aggies and Longhorns may not face each other in 
NCAA competition for the foreseeable future, the archrivals will 
continue their battles among the 34 Sport Clubs on campus dur- 
ing the 2012-13 school year. From archery, baseball and bowling 
to water polo, water ski and wrestling - and everything in be- 
tween ~ there are some serious competitions that regularly have 
conference and national championship implications. 

Sport Clubs at A&M date as far back as the early 1900s, with 
the Aggie Fencing Club first appearing in 1905. In 1974, the 
clubs became an association under the Department of Recre- 
ational Sports. 

‘Today, the Texas A&M Sport Clubs Association provides more 
than 1,000 current students the ability to compete against other 
college athletes across the country in 34 different sports. And 
with the support of Sport Clubs Director Keith Joseph and his 
staff, the students are also responsible for all aspects of operating 
and managing the organizations. 

“The student officers are in charge of many aspects of their 
club operations,” Joseph said. “We give them guidance and make 
sure they are following the policies and procedures of the uni- 
versity, the Sport Clubs program and the Department of Rec 
Sports. They hire the coaches, run practices and set up their 
schedules. We’re here to support them, but it gives students the 
opportunity to run their own teams.” 

The students not only have the opportunity to compete ath- 
letically, they are also learning administrative skills, leadership 
skills and transferable skills such as conflict resolution. 

“Some officers don’t realize that the leadership opportunities 
they have are actually preparing them for the real world,” he said. 


Joseph has even heard from previous club presiden 
their real world job interviews focusing on the experiences they 
had when operating and managing their organizations. 

The students learn fundrai i 
sponsible for helping pay for their travel. Collectively, the clubs 
have brought in close to $700,000 in each of the 
Last y 


over the country. 


few years. 
alone, the Aggies went on 300 trips to destinations all 


the club level is as high as it gets in he country, In: 
the A&M clubs compete against NCAA sponsored programs at 
other universities — and often beat them. 

“Many of our athletes could have played at the NCAA level 
at other schools, but wanted to be at / 

The Archer 
who compete for A&M Sport Clubs. 
gram competed for the U 
Olympics in London. 

Many of the clubs have recreational sides as well, where stu- 
dents can join to learn how to play the sport. There’s also the 
side that is there to compete for championships, and the Aggies 
for — and win —a lot of them. 


M more,” Joseph said. 


Club is a prime example of the caliber of athletes 


vo women from the pro- 


Archery team in the 2012 Summer 


compet 

In fact, since the associ: 
bined to win over 150 national championships and 250 regional or 
conference championships. During 2011-12, the clubs brought 
home 14 national titles. The 
Aggies claimed 16 titles the 
previous year. Suffice it to say, 
if there was a Sears Director's 
Cup for Sport Clubs, ‘Texas 
A&M would be a contender 
for the top spot every year. 

With the highly anticipat- 
ed move up to the SEC for 
A&M’s NCAA sports, and 
the elite Sport Clubs on cam- 
pus still competing against the Longhorns and other traditional 
rivals, Aggie fans get the best of both worlds. Indeed, the rivalry 
lives on this fall. Don’t miss 


tion was formed, the clubs have com- 
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Texas A&M's SEC opener against Florida on Sept. 8 brought ESPN's College GameDay to Aggieland for the 
first time since 2006. According to an independent analysis, the opening football weekend generated more 
than $6.5 million in media exposure for A&M and significant social media buzz for the university, In addition 
to GameDay, Aggieland was featured multiple times on ABC and ESPN stations throughout the weekend, 
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